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Please join us for our fall kicko meeting on September 12, 2009.

Our keynote speaker at our kicko program is Joy Dike. She will talk about the thesis she is
completing on the history of science education for women and girls. Also, our Community Action
Grant recipient will tell us about how Georgia Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic is collaborating
with higher education organizations to read and record textbooks targeted to getting more girls

interested in science, technology, and math.

e speakers will begin at 11:00 a.m., with lunch and our business meeting to follow.

We are meeting at:

Mary Mac’s Tea Room
224 Ponce de Leon Ave, NE, Atlanta 30308

Select an entree from the menu. A steamed vegetable medley and a carrot-and-raisin salad will be
served. Dessert will be bread pudding with wine sauce. Assorted breads and fresh-brewed co ee and

tea will be o ered. Price: $18.00.

Please RVSP to Frances Smith: francesjsmith1921@yahoo.com or 404/231-0482 if you plan to

attend.

e deadline to reserve your place is Monday, September 7.

HANDBOOKS WILL BE DISTRIBUTED AT THIS MEETING.
Directions: Mary Macs is on the corner of Myrtle St. and Ponce de Leon Ave., two blocks east of

Peachtree St. From the expressway, take the North Ave. exit.

ere is parking on Myrtle behind

Mary Macs and also across Myrtle behind the laundry. v/
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by Mary Lynn Merkle

As | wrote my $77.00 membership check this
spring, | celebrated the fact that I get so much
for so little. Why, I ve paid that much for one
ticket to a performance at e Fox! So  what is
it that is such a bargain?!

My national dues, at $49, support a national

0 ce and program that speaks for me and for
equity for all women and girls. e added bonus
is that 46 of those dollars are tax deductible.

e $3.00 that is not tax deductible is spent on
lobbying and on issues that directly relate to
equity for women and girls.  ats money well
spent, in my opinion!

Now the $18.00 spent on branch dues is about
the best bargain imaginable. Its less than $2.00
per branch meeting, and for that we have some
pretty outstanding programs, we visit interesting
new restaurants, and revisit the tried and true.
We get 9 or 10 informative newsletters. \We
participate in Small Groups. For me as a fairly

ity .

new Atlantan, | have been most appreciative
of the Travel Group travels. | ve been
introduced to many new places asdi erent
as the Oakland Cemetery, the new World of
Coca-Cola, and the upcoming Grady Hospital
Tour. And what about all those new friends!

We underwrite programs such as the Young
Womens Leadership Program through
Refugee Family Services and use our time and
talent to increase its e ectiveness. We provide
scholarships for several non-traditional
women students each year and contribute to
graduate fellowships and legal assistance for
women who have faced discrimination.

I know | ve not covered everything. I m
only limited by space. But AAUW Atlanta
Branch is such a bargain that we should
share the good news with our friends and
neighbors. We are most willing to share our
Atlanta branch experiences. Why not invite
a prospective member to Mary Macs on
September 12th? v
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by Marie Bonheur-Gulotta

During my recent participation in a legisla-

tive wrap-up and advocacy training seminar,
I realized that we, as members of a Georgia

community, have a lot of work to do before
we can shape e ective public policy.

First we must address what prevents our
communities from receiving the bene cial
results of current public policy.

Here is my brief review of legislation that
should help our community thrive.

HB 37 is a bill that provides paid or unpaid
leave for workers who take up to 24 hours
ayear o from work to attend mandatory
school conferences or to take an elderly
family member or child to a doctors
appointment. One of the reasons this bill
has di culty passing is because Georgia is
an at will employment state which means
that a person can lose their job for no reason

at all. HB37 should remedy this outmoded
law.

With respect to the state budget, stimulus
monies have restored some crucial programs
for women such as rape crisis and domestic
violence programs. However, the budget
that was signed and passed by the governor
still is not enough to prevent large cuts to
education, health and social services, and to
agencies that provide safety nets for disen-
franchised women and girls. Although the
stimulus package restored respite care and
community living supports for seniors,
deep budget cuts and a lack of progressive
legislation are, | feel, unacceptable and just
not good enough for the people of Georgia.

I am very hopeful for HB582 which de-
criminalizes minors for prostitution and is still
pending. | was happy to see HB581 passed
and signed which gives Georgia families an
extension to unemployment compensation
during these hard economic times.
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by Mary Lynn Merkle

Sarah Rondeau, our Historian, has lived the
history of Atlanta Branch for more than 27
years. During those years Sarah has lled many
leadership positions, including a sta position
with the Educational Information and Referral
Service formerly provided by our Branch. She
has always been a part of the Bookfair and the
bookroom. She was Board secretary for two
terms and is into her second term as Historian.
And, when we were ready to celebrate our
Branch centennial, she volunteered to update
the Branch history. What a gift to our Branch!

During her working for pay years Sarah
was a career counselor and an educational
administrator, and she worked in a number
of social service positions. She also spent time
tending to the needs of several senior relatives
who lived into their nineties.

Currently, she has more time for her hobbies. One, genealogy, has
led to her active participation in the Georgia Genealogical Society
where she serves as secretary on the Board of Directors, as well

as the Friends of the Georgia Archives where she is on the Board
of Trustees. She is active in her church, Chamblee First United
Methodist, and she strongly supports Planned Parenthood of
Georgia and the Nature Conservancy of Georgia.

Sarah and husband Ed have had many travel opportunities, having
toured Canada, Mexico, and a number of European countries.
Favorites among them are Scotland and Spain, especially Toledo.

1
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I was especially pleased to have met Ms.
Elizabeth J. Appley, a fellow Long Islander
and attorney at large, who met with the
lawyers of the governor and who helped
champion necessary social services programs
for FY09 and FY2010.

I believe that all the members of our
community are potential policy makers. |
believe that to shape public policy, people
must take an active interest in the passage of
legislation. Any member of the community
can go on the Georgia Assembly website
(website address) and reach out to local
government leaders to advance the passage
of bills like HB582 and by doing so make a
di erence in public policy. It is through this
kind of community participation that we are
able to protect the rights of every individual
who lives in the community that is Georgia.

is website will allow you to get local info:
http://www.legis.state.ga.us/. v/

Sarah and Ed have three very special nieces.
And they currently share their home with two
charcoal-grey cats that are very smart and
well-behaved (usually).

Sarah was rst drawn to AAUW (30-plus
years ago) because she wanted to meet like-
minded women and to participate in a strong
organization with positive goals, and she
obviously found what she was looking for.
Now she is hoping that more people will hear
about us and all the good things we do; and
she thinks that collaborating our activities
with other like-minded local organizations
will make us even stronger. Our January
legislative forum with One Hundred Black
Women is a great beginning! v
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by Marie Wilson

(Submitted by Marie Marie Bonheur-
Gulotta and reprinted with permission from
the opinion page of the Atlanta Journal-
Constitution, July 31, 2009)

When | was a young girl of 11, my best
friend s father took us to the Georgia State
House, and employed us as pages for several
days. At the time, preoccupied by the usual
musings of a pre-teenaged Southern girl, |
had little understanding of the power wielded
from within those great walls or the terrible
exclusions it fostered.

It was decades before the womens and civil
rights movements would challenge the status
quo, but it was perhaps the absence of diverse
faces and voices in that grand structure that
made such an impression on me, and birthed a
nascent seed of revolt in my young mind.

Over a half-century has passed since | rst stood
on the House steps, and much has changed in
the capitol and across Georgia since then.

Schools have been desegregated, women and
African-Americans have represented Georgians
in Congress, and Atlanta has grown into the
metropolitan star of the South. Yet in all the
ways we have seen change, so much remains
the same.

In an election year that mobilized our country
to embrace diversity as never before, Georgia
fell from 31st to 37th in the nation for womens
political representation. Despite the leadership
of several prominent women including
Atlanta Mayor Shirley Franklin and Atlanta
City Council President Lisa Borders womens
representation is shamefully low in the Peach
State. Georgia is a land of intelligent, dedicated,
and remarkable women and yet none have
ever been elected to the U.S. Senate. Nor does
a single woman currently represent the state in
Congress, while only seven of Georgias 56 state
senators are women.

What does this mean for Georgia? Beyond the
principle of equal representation a core tenet
of democracy diversity in our leadership
brings tangible bene ts to society. Scholars

at the University of Michigan and Loyola
University have found that diverse groups tend
to outperform their homogeneous counterparts
despite equal abilities. And research coming
out of Cran eld University is showing that
mixed management teams make better business
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decisions while bringing more innovation to
the table.

ese studies suggest that diversity in our leaders
not only promotes fairness, but delivers a strong
nancial advantage, and with the economy
looming large over Georgias families, businesses,
and institutions, adding women to our political
leadership makes sense for the bottom line.

So how do we elevate Georgias standing in the
nation, and bring the voices and vision of our
women to the halls of power?

At the White House Project, we use the
inspire, inform and equip model to train
a critical mass of women to lead a political
life  more than 6,000 across the country
and more than 2,000 in Georgia since 2004.
ese women form an impressive network of
alumnae including Tangela Barrie, Superior
Court Judge of Dekalb County; State Rep.
Dee Dawkins-Haigler; and current state House
candidate Asha Jackson who are making a
positive impact across the state.

is summer, nearly 200 diverse women
joined their ranks, when they attended the

White House Projects annual Georgia Go
Run political leadership training. More than
40 of these women announced their intention
to run for o ce in the next election cycle,
many at the state level. Having witnessed their
collective knowledge, passion and dedication
this weekend, | know they are the future faces
and voices of leadership in the South.

With so few women in positions of political
power, women need a number of things to lead
and succeed, including critical skills in fund-
raising, campaigning and communications.
While addressing the Go Run trainees last
week, Mayor Franklin candidly echoed the
unique challenges women face when running
for o ce. Most importantly, they need a
network of support in order to take the

leap and run. An invitation to lead from

a colleague, friend, family member or com-
munity leader can authorize a woman to
move from citizen to candidate.

As Molly Ward, a 20-year-old student and
activist who will attend this years training stated,

More often than not, women do not pursue
political leadership because they are never asked.
I hope to utilize the skills from Georgia Go Run
not only to advance my own leadership, but to
inspire other women to do the same.

We all know at least one woman whose
intelligence, courage and commitment would
bring a wealth of leadership to our political
institutions. Like Molly, we should strive to
tell them so  not only because we believe in
them but because Georgia needs them.

When | approached the State House steps in
the 1950s, the bronzed face which met my
youthful gaze was former Georgia Senator,
and Klan supporter, omas Watson.  ough
he still greets all who climb the House steps,

| take particular pleasure in knowing that his
appointed replacement was a woman.  ough
her position lasted a mere day, Rebecca Felton
was a passionate su ragist, and to this day,
Georgias only female senator. She exclaimed on
that one day of service in 1922, e trail has
been blazed! e road is apparently rough
maybe rocky but the trail has been located.

Close to a century later, its time we turn that
trail into a well-beaten path for Georgias
women to lead. v/

Marie Wilson, a Georgia native, is founder and
president of the White House Project: www.
thewhitehouseproject.org.







