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Please join us for our next meeting on Sunday, December 13, from 3:00 5:00 p.m. is will be

our annual holiday gathering, where members will have the opportunity to meet some of the

years AAUW scholarship recipients and AAUW Fellows. is event also features our annual silent
auction. Please bring items to be auctioned o . (Suggested items: cookies or other treats, gently used
articles, crafts or other handmade items  whatever inspires you!)

We are meeting at the home of Mary Womack: 3945 Club Drive N.E., Atlanta.

Board members, please bring a food item to share, such as nger foods, snacks, or desserts.
(Diversity co-chair Marie Bonheur-Gulotta suggests that it would be nice if people would consider
bringing foods of a regional or ethnic nature in keeping with the branchs recent explorations of
diversity.) Please arrive at 2:00 p.m. to help set up!

Directions: From Lenox Square, go north on Peachtree Street. e next tra c light after Peachtree
Dunwoody Road is Club Drive. Turn left onto Club Drive and follow it to 3945. v
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by Mary Lynn Merkle

Our AAUW Atlanta website was a major topic of discussion. Our Webmaster, Terry Eshenour,
presented information and descriptions of possibilities to make our site more interesting, helpful and
usable. e board voted to move forward in improving our site.

e Scholarship Committee co-chair Barbara Buchanan, anxious to begin the process of getting
applications out to colleges and universities, presented the proposed changes to tighten up the
application and selection process. e Committee not only worked hard to assure that we have more
highly quali ed applicants, but they are also writing guidelines for the Esther Davis scholarship
money.

e Community Fund budget was presented by co-chairs Lynn Fountain and Huiping Du; and,
after a brief discussion, it was approved by the board. It will now be presented to the general
membership at our December branch meeting. (You can preview the budget on page 3 of this
newsletter.)

Diversity co-chair Marie Bonheur-
Gulotta brought up the need for Atlanta
branch to partner with other groups
who share our mission. A possibility
named for consideration was Georgia
Women for a Change, an organization
with which AAUW of Georgia is also
considering partnering.

It was a long meeting, but much was
accomplished. And our branch will reap
the bene ts of these accomplishments.

anks to those board members who
helped make it all happen! v
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by Ruth Yurchuck, Co-president

e 50th Annual AAUW Bookfair, held September 22 27, 2009,
was a huge success, thanks to the hard work of many members of
the Atlanta, Cobb, and North Fulton branches. s years Bookfair
co-chairs, Sylvia Goodyear and Debbie Karvey of the Cobb County
branch, hosted a celebration brunch at Sylvias home on November
21, 2009. All members who worked at Bookfair or helped prepare
for it were invited, and approximately 25 members from all branches
enjoyed a delicious variety of food brought by those in attendance.

e Atlanta branch was represented by Alta Birdsong, Barbara
Buchanan, Joyce Cohrs, Mary Lynn Merkle, Betty Slater, and Ruth
Yurchuck.

Following the meeting checks were distributed by the Bookfair
treasurer, Alta Birdsong, to each branch based on number of hours
contributed by members of each of the three branches. Total Bookfair
proceeds to be distributed this year were $50,875.77, of which

the Atlanta branch allocation was $28,433.51 (55% of the total
distribution). e Cobb County branch received $14,187.60 and
the North Fulton branch, $8,838.62 (27% and 17%, respectively,
of total sales). In addition, checks were awarded to Judy Lambert, (a
non-AAUW member who contributed all of her 900 hours to the
Atlanta branch), Joyce Cohrs (Atlanta branch), Karen Peters (Cobb
branch), and Julie Keller (North Fulton) in special recognition of
their hours in the bookroom. Our own May Ruth Bradberry, who
was not able to attend, was announced as Bookfair chair for 2010.

At the business meeting which followed the brunch, Alta and Sylvia
updated the status of Better World Books (BWB) and explained how
this for-pro t organization will a ect future Bookfairs. BWB has
agreed to remove its collection box from Dunwoody and will not
place any book drops in Dunwoody; they have also agreed to donate
up to 2,000 childrens books to our bookroom. e relationship of
Bookfair and BWB has been negotiated with the help of AAUW
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by Mary Lynn Merkle

It was a special pleasure to honor our two
newest 50-year members, Sally Byers and
Jean Melvin, at our November branch meet-
ing. ey have both been loyal members and
have served in various capacities through the
years. Sally is currently chair of the Gourmet
group, and Jean is serving on the Educational
Foundation committee.

ey join ve other branch life members:
Anne Habersetzer, Virginia McCamey, Edith
Miller, Dr. Floreine Hudson, and Mayme
Stiyer.

Each of the life members present received
a white rose to celebrate their long years
of connection to AAUW and especially to
Atlanta branch. v
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national and BWB. Reading Tree, another non-pro t organization,
also has book drops in the metro Atlanta area. Alta recommended
establishment of an ad hoc committee of four to ve people to

look at Bookfair issues, such as nding additional book drop sites,
upgrading the collection boxes, and improving signage related to
AAUW and books donated. Debbie Karvey and Barbara Buchanan
agreed to work on this committee.  ere was also discussion of con-
tacting mall owners to get permission for placement of book drops.
If you know anyone who is in a decision-making position with any
mall or large store such as Home Depot or Lowes, Sylvia will serve
as contact person for these connections. Another suggestion was to
award named grants to stores or malls who provide book drop space.

Alta related that the idea of making Bookfair a 501(c)(3) organization
was not possible because all AAUW branches would have to become
501(c)(3) organizations, as AAUW national has become. She sug-
gested that all branches pool resources and provide book donors

with a receipt based on the percent of donation to the national
organization.

Joyce, who serves as bookroom chair, o ered several suggestions
about Bookfair: taking pictures during setup, storage, and take-down;
no longer o ering maps for sale; eliminating the writing and speaking
category of books and placing this type of book in either business or
reference; and combining the science and nature categories.

Additional volunteers are needed for the bookroom and, for those
who are not regulars, it is important to contact those who work on
Tuesday, ursday, and Saturday to be sure there is someone present
to orient the new volunteers and that there is something rst-time
volunteers can do on a particular day. Call the bookroom (404/261-
7648) and leave a message if you would like to contribute your time.

2010 is almost here, and lets o er our support to May Ruth as she
becomes Bookfair chair! v







