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WŀƴǳŀǊȅ aŜŜǝƴƎΥ tǳōƭƛŎ tƻƭƛŎȅ
Please join us for our next meeting on Saturday, January 23, at 11:00 a.m., at �e Park at Buckhead 
located at 650 Phipps Blvd. NE, Atlanta. �e phone number for the facility is 404/442-2700. 

�e program will be �rst on the agenda. Our speaker will be Stephanie Davis of Georgia Women for 
a Change, Inc. (formerly the Women�s Policy Group). We will also hear from Community Action 
Grant recipient Circle of Friends/Living Water for Girls. Lunch will follow at about 12:15, and the 
business meeting will follow lunch.

�e cost per person will be $10.00. To reserve your place, please e-mail Frances Smith at 
francesjsmith1921@yahoo.com or call her at 404/231-0482.

�e reservation deadline is Sunday, January 17.

Directions: From Lenox Square, go north on Lenox Road across Peachtree Road. Turn right at the 
�rst tra�c light onto Phipps Boulevard, then turn left at the next light onto Alexander. �e Park is 
the �rst drive on the left. v

¢ƘŜ bŜǿ {ƭŀǾŜǊȅ
by Marie Bonheur-Gulotta 

�ere are 200�300 girls in the state of Georgia 
who are prostituted each month on the streets, 
over the Internet, or through escort services. It�s 
hard to imagine that on a busy night as many as 
129 girls are being exploited across our state.

I�m pleased to see that on a public policy level 
there are active groups like the Juvenile Justice 
Fund, A Future Not a Past, and Georgia Women 
For a Change Inc., who are campaigning for 
legislative groups to stop the prostitution of girls 
in Georgia. Unfortunately, the state of Georgia 
lacks social programs that can e�ect change in 
the lives of these desperate girls.

HB582 is a bill that de�nes prostitution and 
related transactions as criminal activities only 
when committed by persons 18 years or age 
or older, thereby decriminalizing children who 
can currently be arrested for prostitution in 
Georgia (and tacitly shifting the liability of the 
crime onto the purveyors and clients who take 
advantage of these children). HB582 is coming 
up for approval for a second year in January. 
It�s being discussed by the House Non-Civil 
Judiciary Committee. In January, when the 
legislative session begins, let us all come together 
and join in the e�ort to support HB582. If 
this bill does not pass, the horri�c practice of 
tra�cking children in the sex trade will continue 
as it is now�and in our own back yard. By 
not confronting this issue, we as a people 
are condoning a practice that has often been 
described as a form of human slavery. 

On a global level, the sex tra�cking of young 
women and children is out of control. Half the 
Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity for 
Women Worldwide, a book by Sheryl WuDunn 
and Michael Kristo�, examines sex tra�cking 
globally. �e title of the book refers to a Chinese 
proverb that a woman holds up half the sky, that 
her responsibility for the greater good of the 
society is equal to that of her male counterpart. I 
believe that women hold up half the sky here in 
the state of Georgia. 

Exactly what kind of society are we creating 
for our children? I�m reminded of the mission 
statement of AAUW: to empower women and 
girls to be self-su�cient in their community. 
We as women have a personal responsibility to 
assure the safekeeping of disenfranchised women 
and girls in our community. We have to be night 
watchpeople for our communities if we want a 
stable and thriving community.

�rough education we can empower these girls. 
I�m grateful for programs like Angela�s House, 
which was a recipient of an AAUW community 
action grant. AAUW members know that when 
we invest in the lives of young women, our 
communities will �ourish. Unfortunately, there 
aren�t enough Angela�s House programs to go 
around. However, there are enough educated 
women who can join us in our e�orts to rally 
the Georgia General Assembly in January to pass 
HB582. v 
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¢ǊŀǾŜƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ !ǘƭŀƴǘŀ .ǊŀƴŎƘ
On December 10, the branch Travel Group took advantage of the opportunity to enjoy a lively 
lunch together at the 1280. �en they went to the High Museum of Art, where they toured the 
�Leonardo DaVinci: Hand of the Genius� exhibit. �is month, the Travel Group will receive a 
guided tour of the Wren�s Nest House Museum. Don�t miss out! Check page 4 for details. v

by Mary Lynn Merkle

We often refer to Women Power and to the annual Powerful Women 
Conference held at Kennesaw State University each year. I �rmly 
believe that Powerful Women emerge as a need is evident, and that 
their singular e�orts move others to positive action�this is the 
pattern I see in the Atlanta Branch.

You have probably heard that some of our 
book drops were removed, which could have 
resulted in less pro�t and thus less money 
to distribute. Two of our book drops had 
been replaced by those of another (for-pro�t) 
used-book company. �e hand wringing 
began. However, Alta Birdsong was prompted 
to immediate action, calling national 
AAUW and doing research about our new competitor, Better 
World Books (BWB). She brought her �ndings to the Bookfair 
Steering Committee, and a small group of committee members met 
with decision-makers at BWB. �e result? We have maintained a 
positive relationship with national AAUW and achieved a working 
relationship with BWB. �e committee is working on strategies to 
improve donations to the remaining Atlanta branch book drops and 
is also seeking new donation sites.

�en there�s Betty Slater. She is our ambassador of good will. She 
keeps AAUW and its mission front and center wherever she goes, and 
she goes a lot of places and sees a lot of people.

I think of Marie Bonheur-Gulotta, the networker supreme. As 
our Diversity co-chair and Public Policy co-chair for the State she 
has met and conversed and planned with representatives of several 
organizations that share our goals and missions.

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ /ƻƭǳƳƴΥ ¢ƘŜ tƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ hƴŜ
Dot Ransom has kept our membership steady and even growing. 
�is growth is largely due to her tireless follow-up with women who 
have potential interest in AAUW and our branch.

Susan Pavlin had an idea a few years ago. Since she worked at 
Refugee Family Services, she saw �rst-hand what a di�erence might 

be made in the lives of the young women 
there. So she applied for (and received) a 
grant from AAUW national and also Atlanta 
branch for the Young Women Leaders project, 
which was completely funded for two years. 
It continues to receive support from Atlanta 
branch and its individual members.

�ese are just a few of the �powerful women� 
who are members of our branch. �e Power 

of One is very apparent in our branch. �at�s just the beginning, 
though. While the women cited are indeed powerful, not one of 
them did it alone. Alta kept the Steering Committee informed and 
involved every step of the way, and they were her support at the 
meetings and beyond. Betty keeps our name at the forefront, and 
Dot follows through on membership leads. However, we are the 
ones who must build a branch that interests women in becoming a 
part of it. Marie does the networking, but we need to think about 
partnerships with like groups. Susan had the idea, but it can�t 
successfully continue without our interest and �nancial assistance.

One woman can be powerful. A group of women, like AAUW 
Atlanta branch, can make huge di�erences not only in our own lives 
but also at every level of society. 

We ARE powerful women!! v
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